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Convener 
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By email: es.committee@parliament.scot 

___ 
17 December 2020 

Dear Clare 

Committee members will wish to note that the 2021 National Improvement Framework and 
Improvement Plan (NIF) and the second formal report from the International Council of 
Education Advisers (ICEA) were published [today/on 17 December] 

The NIF sets out the vision and priorities for Scottish education in the year ahead that have 
been agreed across the system.  This year, the focus is very much on education recovery and 
the health and wellbeing of pupils and staff, as well as intensified support for reducing inequity 
and enabling the highest quality of learning and teaching.   

The NIF has been informed by the second formal report of the ICEA which notes that Scottish 
education exhibits many strengths, is investing effort and resources to narrow attainment gaps, 
and that it has an excellent standing internationally.  The report includes a number of 
recommendations which the ICEA believes will enable Scotland to build a more resilient 
education system for the future.  The Scottish Government has made a commitment in the NIF 
to respond more fully to the ICEA’s recommendations early in 2021. 

I trust the Committee will find both the NIF and the ICEA report interesting and informative 
reading.    

JOHN SWINNEY 

Yours Sincerely
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